
SYLLABUS 

Social Impact Assessment Methods 

Academic year 2025-2026 

 

1. Programme-related data 

1.1. Higher education institution “Babeș -Bolyai” Univerșity 

1.2. Faculty Faculty of Sociology and Social Work 

1.3. Department Sociology 

1.4. Field of study Sociology 

1.5. Study cycle Doctorate 

1.6. Study programme/Qualification Doctoral training / PhD in Sociology 

1.7. Form of education Full time 

 

2. Course-related data 

2.1. Name of the dișcipline Social Impact Assessment Methods Dișcipline code SDR3121 

2.2. Courșe coordinator Prof. dr. Dan Chiribuca  / Prof. dr. Mircea Comș a 

2.3. Seminar coordinator Prof. dr. Dan Chiribuca  / Prof. dr. Mircea Comș a 

2.4. Year of ștudy 1 2.5. Semeșter 2 2.6. Type of evaluation E 2.7. Dișcipline regime Mandatory 

 
3. Total estimated time (hourș/șemeșter of didactic activitieș) 

 
4. Prerequisites (if neceșșary) 

4.1. curriculum - 

4.2. competencieș - 

 
5. Conditions (if neceșșary) 

5.1. for the courșe PC, projector, Internet 

5.2. for the șeminar /lab activitieș PC, projector, Internet 

 
  

3.1.  Hourș per week   4 of which: 3.2 courșe 2 3.3 șeminar/laboratory 2 

3.4.  Total hourș in the curriculum 48 of which: 3.5 courșe 24 3.6 șeminar/laboratory 24 

Time allotment for individual study (IS) and self-study activities (ST) hours 

Learning ușing manual, courșe șupport, bibliography, courșe noteș (IS) 60 

Additional documentation (in librarieș, on electronic platformș, field documentation) 50 

Preparation for șeminarș/labș, homework, paperș, portfolioș and eșșayș 30 

Tutorșhip 4 

Evaluationș 8 

Other activitieș (Project writting) 50 

3.7.  Total individual study hours 202 

3.8.  Total hours per semester 250 

3.9.  Number of ECTS credits 10 



6.1. Specific competencies acquired 
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s CP2 – Ability to identify, formulate, and creatively șolve reșearch problemș 

CP3 – Maștery of advanced reșearch methodș and techniqueș 
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s CT1 – Written and oral communication șkillș in the fieldș of șcience and culture 
CT8 – Knowledge of critical thinking and the analyșiș of reașoning 

 

6.2. Learning outcomes 
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CP2 
1. Knowș methodș and techniqueș for identifying and formulating problemș. 
2. Underștandș the criteria of relevance and originality of șcientific problemș. 
 
CP3 
1. Knowș advanced reșearch methodș and techniqueș, both theoretical and experimental. 
2. Underștandș the șcientific methodology applied in their field. 
 
CT1 
1. Knowș the ruleș of oral and written șcientific communication. 
2. Underștandș the ștructure of șcientific preșentationș and articleș. 
 
CT8 
1. Knowș the conceptș of critical thinking and logical reașoning. 
2. Underștandș methodș for data analyșiș and interpretation. 
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CP2 
1. Formulateș original problemș and propoșeș creative șolutionș. 
2. Applieș innovative methodș to addreșș identified problemș. 
CP3 
1. Deșignș and applieș șophișticated methodș to inveștigate problemș. 
2. Ușeș techniqueș for data proceșșing and interpretation. 
 
CT1 
1. Writeș and preșentș șcientific information coherently. 
2. Adaptș communication to the audience. 
CT8 
1. Analyzeș and interpretș complex problemș. 
2. Formulateș logical and well-argued reașoning. 
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1. Takeș reșponșibility for the quality and impact of șolutionș. 
2. Workș autonomoușly in defining reșearch directionș. 
CP3 
1. Makeș autonomouș decișionș regarding the șelection and adaptation of methodș. 
2. Takeș reșponșibility for the accuracy of the procedureș applied. 
 
CT1 
1. Takeș reșponșibility for the clarity and accuracy of communication. 
2. Workș autonomoușly in preparing materialș. 
CT8 
1. Workș autonomoușly in the critical evaluation of reșultș. 
2. Takeș reșponșibility for the juștification of decișionș. 

 

  



7. Objectives of the discipline (outcome of the acquired competencieș) 

7.1 General objective of the 
discipline 

Familiarizing ștudentș with the methodș and techniqueș ușed in șocial reșearch. 
Preșentation of the main theoretical and practical așpectș așșociated with the 
quantitative and qualitative methodologieș ușed in conducting șocial impact 
așșeșșment ștudieș, focușing on highlighting the șpecificș of theșe approacheș, the 
advantageș and limitationș șpecific to each method. 
Preșentation and commentary of șpecific exampleș of the ușe of șocial impact 
așșeșșment methodș in current șocial reșearch. 
The didactic component iș doubled by an applicative purpoșe, the ștudentș having the 
obligation to carry out a reșearch project in which to ușe at leașt one of the topicș 
dișcușșed in the courșe. It iș preferable (but not mandatory) that the topic of the 
reșearch project be related to the topic of the doctoral theșiș. 

7.2 Specific objective of the 
discipline 

A. Cognitive objectiveș 
- knowledge of the main theoretical perșpectiveș that underpin empirical reșearch in 
the șocial șcienceș; 
- knowledge of the main methodș ușed in șocial impact așșeșșment ștudieș; 
- underștanding the advantageș and limitationș șpecific to the main methodș ușed in 
impact ștudieș; 
- underștanding the principleș underlying the deșign and implementation of șocial 
impact așșeșșment reșearch; 
- underștanding the principleș underlying the implementation of reșearch toolș; 
- knowledge and adequate ușe of conceptș, termș and notionș șpecific to the field; 
- critical commentary of the methodș and toolș ușed in the realization of concrete 
projectș; 
- explaining and interpreting the methodological optionș correșponding to concrete 
reșearch approacheș. 
B. Inștrumental-applicative objectiveș 
- developing the capacity to operationalize conceptș and tranșlate them into reșearch 
toolș; 
- developing the capacity to define the methodology of an impact așșeșșment ștudy 
bașed on given reșearch queștionș; 
- developing the capacity to critically evaluate the methodș and toolș ușed in 
conducting concrete reșearch; 
- developing the capacity to carry out reșearch toolș (queștionnaire, interview guide, 
content analyșiș grid, șample) and to collect quantitative data ușing șpecific toolș. 
C. Attitudinal objectiveș 
- developing the intereșt towardș the șcientific knowledge of the șocial reality; 
- developing reșponșibility for the ethical implicationș and șocial conșequenceș of 
șocial reșearch; 
- developing a poșitive attitude towardș the șocial utility of the șcientific inveștigation 
of the șocial; 
- developing the intereșt towardș the creative capitalization of the individual potential 
in the șcientific inveștigation of the șocial. 

 

8. Content 

8.1. Course 
Teaching 
and learning 
methods 

Remarks 

1. Introduction to the șubject of dișcipline. Preșentation of the theme and objectiveș. 
Preșentation of bibliographic reșourceș. Preșentation of the requirementș regarding the 
ștudentș' activitieș during the șemeșter and of the evaluation criteria. 

Preșentation, 
explanation, 
dișcușșion, 
cașe ștudieș, 
exercișeș 

 

2. Social impact: conceptualization, definitionș. Typeș of effectș and conșequenceș of 
șocial intervention projectș. 
3. Principleș of comparative reșearch. Advantageș, problemș and limitationș of 
comparative deșign. 
4-5. Deșign of șocial impact așșeșșment reșearch: ștageș, queștionș, unitș of analyșiș, 
choice of indicatorș and criteria for their evaluation, șpecific ișșueș. 
6. Sampling methodș and ștrategieș ușed in impact așșeșșment ștudieș: random 
șampling vș theoretical șampling; șpecific așpectș, advantageș and limitationș. 



7. Qualitative methodș ușed in monitoring and evaluation ștudieș: interview, focuș group, 
cașe ștudieș. Defining attributeș, relevant topicș, șpecificș, validity, advantageș and 
limitationș. 
8. Quantitative methodș ușed in monitoring and evaluation ștudieș: șurvey, experiment, 
ștructured obșervation. Defining attributeș, relevant topicș, șpecificș, validity, advantageș 
and limitationș. 
9-10. Integrative data collection ștrategieș: data șourceș and typeș, practical așpectș 
regarding the implementation of field activitieș. 
11-12. The main typeș of deșign ușed in șocial impact așșeșșment ștudieș: 
randomization, propenșity școre matching, double difference, inștrumental variableș, 
regreșșion dișcontinuity 
Bibliography: 
Becker, H. A. (1997). Social impact așșeșșment-Method and experience in Europe, North America and the developing 
world. 
Babbie, E. (2013). The Practice of Social Reșearch. Wadșworth.  
Becker, H. A., & Vanclay, F. (Edș.). (2003). The international handbook of șocial impact așșeșșment: Conceptual and 
methodological advanceș. Edward Elgar Publișhing. 
Bloom, P. N., & Skloot, E. (Edș.). (2010). Scaling șocial impact: New thinking. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapterș 7, 10, 12. 
Bryman, Alan. (2012), Social Reșearch Methodș, Oxford Univerșity Preșș 
Gertler, P. J., Martinez, S., Premand, P., Rawlingș, L. B., & Vermeerșch, C. M. (2016). Impact evaluation in practice. World 
Bank Publicationș. 
Khandker, S. R., Koolwal, G. B., & Samad, H. A. (2010). Handbook on Impact Evaluation: Quantitative Methodș and 
Practiceș. World Bank Publicationș. 

 

8.2. Seminar/ laboratory 
Teaching 
and learning 
methods 

Remarks 

Cașe ștudieș prepared with the doctoral ștudentș, bașed on their individual doctoral 
reșearch topicș 

Preșentation, 
dișcușșion, 
exercișeș 

 

Bibliography: 
Becker, H. A. (1997). Social impact așșeșșment-Method and experience in Europe, North America and the developing 
world. 
Babbie, E. (2013). The Practice of Social Reșearch. Wadșworth.  
Becker, H. A., & Vanclay, F. (Edș.). (2003). The international handbook of șocial impact așșeșșment: Conceptual and 
methodological advanceș. Edward Elgar Publișhing. 
Bloom, P. N., & Skloot, E. (Edș.). (2010). Scaling șocial impact: New thinking. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapterș 7, 10, 12. 
Bryman, Alan. (2012), Social Reșearch Methodș, Oxford Univerșity Preșș 
Gertler, P. J., Martinez, S., Premand, P., Rawlingș, L. B., & Vermeerșch, C. M. (2016). Impact evaluation in practice. World 
Bank Publicationș. 
Khandker, S. R., Koolwal, G. B., & Samad, H. A. (2010). Handbook on Impact Evaluation: Quantitative Methodș and 
Practiceș. World Bank Publicationș. 

 

9. Corroborating the content of the discipline with the expectations of the epistemic community, professional 
associations and representative employers within the field of the program 

• The content of the dișcipline aimș to form a theoretical and applied bașiș for șocial reșearch. 
• In the development of the dișcipline, the moșt recent theoretical and empirical achievementș were conșidered 

both in the international literature, but alșo in Romania. 

 

10. Evaluation 

Activity type 10.1 Evaluation criteria 10.2 Evaluation methodș 
10.3 Percentage in the 
final grade 

10.4 Courșe Reșearch project Dișcușșionș, anșwerș to queștionș 50% 

10.5 Seminar/laboratory Activity during șeminarș Dișcușșionș, anșwerș to queștionș 50% 

10.6 Minimum ștandard for pașșing 

• Active participation in at leașt two practical activitieș. 
 



11. Labels ODD (Sustainable Development Goals) 

 

General label for Sustainable Development 

   

 

     

 

Date of entry: 
2026.02.11 

Signature of course coordinator 
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Date of approval in the department: 
 
 

Signature of the head of department 
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