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Why are some nations rich, while others are poor? The course ‘Political Economy of 

Development’ is dedicated to deal systematically with this oldest question of political economy. 

The course aims at introducing the academic study of development for general social scientists. 

The course presents major trends and changes in the development theory and their bearings on 

development policy and practice, critically discussing concepts of development and the emergence 

and evolution of paradigms in development thinking. 

The knowledge of economics or political science is not required to attend the course. The 

language of instruction is English.  

Classes will be held on Tuesdays at 2 PM. The first three classes (4, 11 and 18 October) will 

be taught online via MS Teams. All other classes will be held on campus.  

Course objectives 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

▪ Understand different basic perspectives, concepts, discussions, and theories about 

development. 

▪ Be familiar with development problems such as democratization, inequality, military 

conflicts, capitalism, globalization, state-formation, etc. 

▪ Discuss the implications of different theoretical perspectives for development policy in 

practice. 

▪ Improve verbal communication skills through interactive class discussions. 

The structure of the course 

The course includes 15 classes, each of which is 90 minutes. The classes will combine the 

elements of conventional lectures and seminar discussions, so almost all classes will have a hybrid 

nature. At the beginning of every class, the lecturer will introduce a topic giving a brief lecture 

(around 10 minutes maximum) and then students will be encouraged to discuss the topic and 

readings. Several classes will be organized as seminars, in which students will make presentations 

about some developing countries.  

Homework reading and assignments 

Reading is crucial for having a fruitful and interesting discussion in class. Therefore, it is 

necessary for every student to read all homework reading (around 10-20 pages per session). During 

the course, each student should write and submit three response papers (around 250-300 words 

each) related to homework reading. In each response paper, students should deal with all the 

mandatory readings assigned for the class. In response papers, students should describe the general 

arguments of read materials and provide their own questions and thoughts for seminar discussions. 

The submission of response papers is until midnight before the session to which the response paper 
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is devoted. All response papers should be sent to the lecturer via email 

Aleksei.Pobedonostsev@EUI.eu.  

At the end of the course, students are encouraged to make short presentations (10-15 min).  

Presentations can be individual or group ones depending on the size of the class. Each group can 

include 2-3 students maximum. For the presentation, students should choose a country they are 

interested in and analyze its development from the point of view of developmental theories and 

issues we cover in the course. Any country from any region can be chosen, including post-war 

Japan and Western Germany, the ‘Asian tigers’ (Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan), the BRICS 

(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa), etc. During their presentations, students should 

describe the general development of the chosen country and suggest what factors contribute to or 

hinder its development (around 10-15 minutes). Moreover, students can briefly describe the 

developmental problems of the chosen country (such as authoritarianism, ‘extractive’ institutions, 

corruption, income inequality, unfinished military conflicts, gender inequality, etc.). Preparing 

presentations, students can search for information independently or ask the lecturer for materials 

and literature. 

This syllabus is subject to modification. The lecturer will communicate any changes in the 

schedule or the assignments. 

All homework reading materials are available in my Google driver via the link 

- https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KYl7KkKVU5QZ_d4FrRN1JYJ4i5zquE--

?usp=sharing.  

Class schedule 

Class 1. What is development? The wealth and poverty of nations.  

Class 2. Why do institutions matter for development? 

Homework reading 

Acemoglu D., Robinson J. (2012). Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and 

Poverty. New York: Crown Business. Ch. 3. The Making of Prosperity and Poverty. Pp. 70-95. 

Class 3. How deep are the roots of development? The role of history and geography 

Homework reading 

Diamond J. (2012). What Makes Countries Rich or Poor? The New York Review. 7 June. 

https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2012/06/07/what-makes-countries-rich-or-poor/ 

Class 4. Dependency Theory, Marxism and Development. 

Homework reading 

Kiely R. (2010). Dependency and World-Systems Perspectives on Development. The 

International Studies Encyclopedia. Volume II. Ed. Denemark R. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. Pp. 

823-841.  

Class 5. Why did the West historically succeed?  

There were a lot of possible factors, which historically determined the economic rise of 

Europe (and the ‘Western civilization’) after the 16th century – Protestantism, the birth of 

capitalism, modern state formation, industrial revolution, etc. Some scholars use the term of the 
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‘great divergence’ for the illustration of the economic rise of Western nations in comparison with 

nations from the other parts of the world in the industrial age.   

Homework reading 

Goldstone J. (2000). The Rise of the West - Or Not? A Revision to Socio-Economic History. 

Sociological Theory, 18 (2): 175-194. 

Class 6. Democracy and Autocracy. Why are political regimes important? 

Homework reading 

Rose. R. (2019). Democratic and Undemocratic States. Democratization (2nd ed). Edited by 

Christian W. Haerpfer, Patrick Bernhagen, Christian Welzel, and Ronald F. Inglehart. Oxford 

University Press. Pp. 40-52.  

Class 7. Democracy and Development. 

Homework reading 

Bernhagen P. (2019). The Political Economy of Democracy. Democratization (2nd ed). 

Edited by Christian W. Haerpfer, Patrick Bernhagen, Christian Welzel, and Ronald F. Inglehart. 

Oxford University Press. Pp. 119-133. 

Class 8. The ‘resource curse’ 

Why do so many oil-producing countries suffer from such problems as authoritarianism, poor 

economic performance, ‘extractive’ institutions, gender inequality, and military conflicts?    

Homework reading 

Ross M. (2018). The Politics of the Resource Curse: A Review. The Oxford Handbook of the 

Politics of Development. Pp. 200-214. 

Class 9. The Developmental State and Developmentalism. 

Homework reading 

Wylde Ch. (2016). The Developmental State. The Palgrave Handbook of International 

Development, pp. 121-138. 

Class 10. How can gender inequality be harmful for development? 

Homework reading 

Jayachandran S. (2015). The Roots of Gender Inequality in Developing Countries. Annual 

Review of Economics, 7: 63–85. 

Class 11. How does inequality harm development? 

Homework reading 

Houle Ch. (2018). Does Inequality Harm Economic Development and Democracy?: 

Accounting for Missing Values, Noncomparable Observations, and Endogeneity. The Oxford 

Handbook of the Politics of Development. Pp. 140-157. 

Advanced reading 
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Roser M., Ortiz-Ospina M. (2013). Income Inequality. Published online at 

OurWorldInData.org. https://ourworldindata.org/income-inequality [Online Resource]. 

Roser M. (2013). Global Economic Inequality. Published online at OurWorldInData.org. 

https://ourworldindata.org/global-economic-inequality [Online Resource]. 

Class 12. Students’ presentations 

Class 13. Students’ presentations 

Class 14. Students’ presentations 

Class 15. Students’ presentations. Wrap-Up Session. 
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